To the Honourable Minister Marion Scrymgour MLA,

We are very worried about your recent announcement that all Northern Territory
schools must teach only in English for the first four hours of the school day.

Areyonga School is a bilingual school, where we teach the children to first learn to
read, write and do maths in Pitjantjatjara. Our kids do not understand much English
when they start school. If we teach them only in English, they will not understand.
They will miss out on learning the important things they need to learn in the first few
years of school. We teach the children English gradually. Bilingual is the doorway to
education for our kids, where it leads them to the wider world.

Learning in Pitjantjatjara first helps our children to learn better. It helps them to learn
English too. Our children who are good at reading and writing in Pitjantjatjara are
also the same ones who are good at reading and writing in English.

Areyonga School has two classes. Both classes are taught by qualified Anangu
teachers. The teachers will use Pitjantjatjara when teaching to help the children
understand things. How can you tell us the teachers must use only English even if
the children don’t understand what they are saying?

We want our children to become literate in both English and Pitjantjatjara. This is
very important to us. Our bilingual program works and it means our children will be
literate in both languages. We do not want Pitjantjatjara language and culture to be
something that is just taught for one hour each day. Our language and culture is
important too.

It is not right for you to make an important decision like this without speaking to us
first. We would like you to come to Areyonga and talk to us. As an aboriginal person,
you should be supporting us to keep teaching our children our own languages.

Yours sincerely,

Areyonga community
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